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30 Maxvh 1956

“ 394 A ser 1L3-88 concerning AD-4%, 132319

i ’MU 13 Dec 1985, pilot RIVSSIN
M 1.8, Atlantic Fleet \

Operations (01-57)
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OR'G'NAL 6 Fob 1956 274

FIFTH LNUORSE MENT op Vl% AR Sor 13+55 concorning uoecidont involving
WD4B 132339 on 13ec%5, pilot RIUSSTH

Fromi: Commundor Sixth Floot -~

Tor  Ohief of Naval Oporutions (P=47)
't“‘ ’;rom’ ﬁi?'w. U.B. l\‘vlhﬂtlo FIOUQ

Dircotor, Navul .viction Sufoty Contor
Subji  Mar..ttuokRon 324 adroruft sooidont Roport Sori 13ess,

1, Forwurded, oonourring in the conolusions und rooomex rdutions of
tho adreruft sooddont Bourd und tho contonts of the pr.viow ndorp, e
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FR2/A25 A
31:0LD:1¢
. Ser: 1{

: 21 JZN 1956

2k AAR Serial 1355 concerning accident

ving ADLE BuNo 132339 on 13 Dec 1956, pilot
REUSSER

- From: Commander Carrier Division TWO
G m of Naval tions (OP.57)
k% ' 1) Commander S Fleet
- 2) Commander Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet
_ (3) Director, Naval Aviation Safety Center
Subjs .:ﬂ‘m 324 Adrcraft Accident Report serial 13.5%; forwarding

1, Porwarded, concurring with the conclusions and reconmendations of the
he - M Aceident Board and previous endorsements thereto,

use by.the final controller,

’:. attention should be directed to providing height finding radar

J

R. GOLDTHWAITE




CVA39/A25
31:ABC: les
Serial:1 27

14!5”'958

THIRD M on VMA-324 AAR Serial 13-55 concerning the accident of
ADLB Bullo 132339 occurring 13 December 1955 Pilot REUSSER

h-n c—-cu Officer, U.8.8. LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA-39)
To:r  Chief of Naval Opratulu (oP-57)

Via: x mva.,ion WO
: Commander Air hm, U. 8. Atlantic Fleet
6 Director, Naval Aviation Safety Center
Subj: MarAttackRon 324 Aircraft Accident Report Serial 13-55; forwarding of

1, Porwarded concurring with the conclusions and recommendstions of the AAR
and the m made in the mdoruunt.

quhn been taken to insure no conflict with the CCA pattern while it

b :‘."Z%
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\J] coraroir cararar atx ciove %
‘ CARE OF PLEST POST OFFICE CVG=6 1 JELs pwg
Neéw YORK, N&W YORK Ser: 9

9 January 1956

* SBCOND ENDORSEMENT on VNA=324 AAR Serial 13-55 congerning the accident of
k' - AD4B BuNo 132339 occurring 13 i*:ccnber 1955 Pilot REUSSER
Commander Carrier Air Group Six \
Chief of Naval Operations fOP-S?)
Via: 1 ng Officer, U.5.8. LAKE CH.AMPLAIN (CVa-39)
2) Commarder Carrier Mivision TWO
3) Commander U.S. SIXTH Fleet
4) Commander Air Force, U.S. Atlantic Fleet
5) Director, U.S. Naval Aviation Safety Center

Subj: MarAttikron 324 Aireraft Accident Report serial 13-55 forwarding of

1. Forwarded, eoncurring with the conclusions and recomeniaticns of the
‘ Mreraft accident Board,

It is also recommended that all pilots be briefed to fly the final portion

their CCA approach with their aircraft trizred as rearly as possible for hands
flight so that in case of a momentary distraction to the pilot the plane will
to maintain attitude, altitude and heading.

_ This comuand would like to reemphasize the urgent need for: (a) Better and
== flexible radio installations both in Primary Fly and at the Landing Signal
- Officers Platform, and for (b) Altitude irformation for carrier controlled

. approach final cortroller scopes.
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Carrier Adr Group sIx

Officer, Uss Lake Champlain (CVa=39)
Two

Sixth Floet

m. UO‘Q “M“O Floet
» Naval aviation Safety Center

Subjs VMA=324 AAR Ser 13-59; subndssion of
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At about 20277 lLioutonant Colonel Kenneth L, NEUSSER took off from the
USS LAKE OHAMPLAIN (OVA-39), as the loader of a four plane division, The
g’.‘ of the flight was to make practice night carrier eontrolled approachos,

aporoach was suocessfully accomplished by the flight prior to
recovery, Upon complotion of this practice approrch the flight was
rondesvoused, Tho flight was thon cleared for another CCA, following two juts,
to a scheduled final landing,

Ldeutenant Colonel NEUSSER was in the first AD following the two jet alr-
oraft. The Pl proceeding Lieutenant Colonel REUSSER had roceived a wave off
by the 180 on 2CA final, The P pilot then was cloared for a normal earrier

which Also oulminated in another wave off, The FH pilot remained in

pattorn for A soocond normal approach, As the F2H turnod off the 180 degree
'position, tho AD was on final CCA approximately 2§ to 3 miles aft of the’ car-
rier, A‘ this time the OCA final controller advised Licutenant Oolonel REUSSER
of the presonce of tho jot and shortly afterwards askoed Lieutenant Colonel
NEUSSER 4f he had the jot in sight, Lioutenant Colonel NEUSSER then shifted
his attention from his instrument flying to lock for the jet aireraft, Before
hoe oouled shift back to his instrumonte he had lost enc altitude so that
his adreraft had contactod tho water, (MEFER TO aNCL ;f.‘

Ldoutenant Colonel "EUSSEN vacatod the aireraft and, aftor inflating his
pararaft, floated until rescucd by a whaloboat from the USS GOODRICH,

30, Damage to Adroraft

Upon indtial eomtact with the water the landing gear was apparently
oollapsed or sheared and the propellor roceived sufficient dnmage to cause
excessive vibration, The aireraft bounced back in the air but was vibrating
80 badly that the pilot immediately cut the throttle and executod a water
1anding. The aireraft was then lost at sea,

3. e Investigtion J

The investigation d the accicdent revealed tho following facts:

o That Ldoutenant Colénel TEUSSER was on an suthorised flight.

by That Licutonsnt Colonel TEUSSER is considered fully qualified for
e type Dight.

lﬂ Ldoutensnt Colonel NEUSSER wae operating under the positive control

ity




- 8 That Primary Fly and tho LSO were in a positive radio contaet with tho
.

’
he That the pilot hod been advised of the presence of the F2H aireraft
the 0CA fiml emtroller and was asked by the final controller Af he had
jot in sight,

s That there was approximately a thirty seernd delay in Primary Fly's
BessAge ¢ 01 to affoot a wave of f of the AD,

Jo  That the wave off was given to the pilot but it was toc 1ate in that
the erash nocowi *od st abowt the same timo,

ke That Lieutonant Colonel NEUSSER had the eancpy ol sed at time of
to add radio reception and that the normal an’ emergency eanopy opening
z‘- @44 nt work, However, ho was ablo to open 1t manually with ne
ffioulty,

g ot the I90's radio had nct been out in By OCA to the frequency of
the appronching AD, The guneral procedure of the 0CA eontroller has boen to
out 4n the 180's raio whon the adreraft is at a range of aprroximately two

miles,

me That the presort radio altimeter installation is undesirable in that
the instrument is oontrolled the "non-flight” instrument rheostat and that
the rheostat must be tumed f bright before thy instrumnt can bo easily

reac, This position osuscs all other noneflight instrumonts to be uncomfort-
Ably bright te the pilot, In a’diticon to tho above lighting problems, the
neoeclily of switohing the altitude renge switoh at the rolativoly low altitude
of foot {s consicdered an undosirable feature,

“

An analysis of the factes unoovered in the investigation incicates that the
19 attontion was “istracte’ from instrument flying at a critical moment

3 ¢ CCA fina) erntroller that another aireraft, that the pilot
oy » in the viecinity, 19 moment ry diversion from strict
- Anstrument flight resultod in a loss of tely two hundred foet of mltitu

revealed that Primwry Fly ha¢ been concerned over the

the adreraft to each other an’ had told the CCA eomtroller
But, because of tho fact that the message was
and the resultsnt delay, the message reached
ve.

' 1ife ket, Lieutenant Colonel
of his e eket flares used
fdrect attention ~f the s to-
tho ‘ “""""'"""""',"'




ﬂl:u‘ hy'raulie pressure to render inoperative the normal cancpy opening
»

|
X 2, The failure of the emergency system can be explained only by two (2)
possibilitics, Eithor the pressure in the emergency adr bottle was low or
there was A restriction or break in the line caused by the immaet with the
‘water, It 4s folt that the former possibility can be eliminated in that
the ;im eaptadn and the pilot whe had flown the plane that smame afterncon
state” that the air bottle pressurc was satisfactory, !

3. dntio
a, Conclusions,

\

~

It 18 ooneluded thate

A
1. Pilot error is the primary cause of this airoraft accicdent in that
the pilot Allowed the airoraft to lose altitude at a eriticnl time,

X 2: The presence of mncthor alreraft brought 40 the pilet's attention
by the OCA final controller to the pilot, was & ecntributory factor in that it
oaused the pllot to be distracted from his concdntration on instrument flying.

3. The fact that emergensy radic eontact with aireraft in the immediate
vioinity of the ship by a single visual contrel agency is not available is a
very unsatisfactory situation,

. s 1 system that ocombines the normal oarrier aprroach and oarrioer
eontrolled aporoach 4s an uneafe practice, (Nefer to Enel (10) for sample CCA
proocdure) unless A definite procecure is cstablished for giving one aireraft

- preforonce mn¢ waving off the othor before the situation becomus dangerous,

. i The oanopy failed to funeti~n “ue to probable crash damage,
M S \ — - -

o 1, Ocntinuing cephasis be placed on thednocessity of strict attention
40 Pl Lnebruments When tnstrument f1ight 16 being oonousteds -




&hﬁtm an’ mintenance cost well werth while, It 4s e-nsicdered that this
49 an urgent roouirement that sheuld receive immedinte action,

be AR aireraft be provicdod with AMM%U_‘I’M_Q the )
oanopy from tho mm similar to that now installed in the adreraft.

5, Pilots bo wacdg aware of the fact that the eanony oporating systoms
are nt nocesearily infallible espocinlly after thuy have boen Aamagod by a crash,

6, CC! erntrollors out in the L3O radio on the approach froquency as
oArly as possitle denending upon traffic conditicns,

7« Installation of auto pilots with a "maintain level flight" feuature
using the now high acouracy altimeters be considered for all plancs that are
dostined t~ fly frogquontly from carriers at night,

: 8, All approach eontrollers be eompletoly mequainted with the pilot's
dependence on flight instruments during night and instrument condition approaches
and the required econtinual visual ensentration on the voricus flight instru-
nonts, #0 that Alstracting #irections will not be given, If A prosmweotive
oolldeion condition exists the eontroller must give the pilot he is eontrolling
A safo hbaling to fly that will avold the ecollision,

' 9y Purther offerts be macde to ohtain altitude as well as directirnal ™\
informaticn for earrier controlled approach final eontrollor scopes similar to
that now available to OCA final controllers, so that the final eontrollors will
be able to give pilots nltitude as well -as hoacing eorreetions,
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I beldeve this mcoldent could have been avoided:

1. By my initiating my own wave off when first advised thet there was
aircraft in the vieinity,

By the curur Control Approach final controller giving me a wave

"o By my not allowing my attention to become diverted from my instru-
ment scan and inmadvertantly allowing the aircraft to lose altitude,

By ‘0 Primary Flight Control officer, who had visual contact with
M being provided with direct radio contact, thereby having the
capability d’ giving a "wave off" without going through the talker system
to request the final Carrier Control Approach controller to transmit the

wave off hnutlcu.
”
« 2 ¢ (/\ L BB

> muhm L. - RsUSSER




2200 on the night of 1) December 1955 I was ot my Flight
Control, directing the rvoovery of alrerft,
The scheduled recovery at, this
adroraft werv to be brought

A8 usual the Jets wore number

do not remenber now whether Just o
The Pri Fly log shows an intersfl
2 Jote 0o it would appear that

off; however, this is not too

carrier approach, the firet iDes appesred
o« A9 the F2H started his tum at the
t an uncomfortable situation was developing, due
closure of the F2H normal pattern and the firet
r, to tell CCa to wave off the
t fram CCas 1 estimate this
350 seconds before the crash. BShortly thereafter, as the
was observed to get very low and then
up on primary land/launch and said

OXC)




as Oarrier Air Oroup SIX Duty Officer, 1
the USS Lale Ohamplain (CVA=39).

332 89
’5‘:!_

"

7
'

tely 2203 fellowed by a secord Banshee
by the Landing Sigml Officer. This secord
land launch Net by the Primary Fly Officer,
ke & normal appreach, The pilot of the Banshee
salled at the 1800 position at which time the
mn Colenel REUSSER, was reported by Carrier
approach at six (6) milos, Since six (9)
room to allow the Banshee to land ahead of lX-1, .
cleared to centinue for a secend approach, This ap-
he was "waved off" by the Landing Signal Officer, The
instructod to make a normal approach by the Primary

L
s

i
b
t

{

for the third approach at the 180° gosition for his
ve his fuel status, He was cleared to continue his ap-
information was received from Oarrier Control Approach
Powered Telephone) Cirouit that LX-1 was on final at thpee
talker was directed by Primary Flight Contrel to Anstruct
Approach to "wave off" the first AD, The 2JG talker had dif.
through to the 2J0 talker for Cdrrier Comtrol Approach and
approximately thirty (30) seconds developed, During this delay the
AD were closing on what appeared to be a collision course, with the
the final dightly nearer the ship than the AD, The 26
again to tell Carrier Control Approach to wave off the AD aire
nt” was received from Carrier Control approach.

s
]
11
S

The
turn
proa

:
by

1

1534
it

;g

and a fow secconds after the last wawe of f instructions
the 2J0 system, the lights of the AD aireoraft disappeared
the » Oontrol Approach fimal. The Banshee landed

ineident,
(b) (6)

i
fit




|\|

)

. g

.-oruu‘ airoraft accident
Decesber 1955, PILOT REUSSER.

Signal Officer controlling
o8, An P2H-4 had been waved
upwind commencing a normal
F2H was again given a
a third approach, During
the commencement of the third
at aprroximately a 45 degree
eight milos astern apparent
position, the first oncoming
§ degree bearing as before and had |
rn., 1 ocomrenced working the F2H /
position, As the F2H approached ./
background that the firet oncomin
low. I told the othar LSO standing hehind
. He commenced calling on tho 034 radio
the aireraft contacted the watur, 7 L.ld my
re was A plane in the water, Keanwhlile,
1anded nboard,
gontact the water at a very shallow angle in
dimmed and then appearcd Again before finally

ormed mo thathe d4d not beliove our OCA handeset

ml approach frequency of the crashed airoraft
MWD!MW&AMMhMWhu.
Af an ARC-27 set, whioh ooul d be

chamnel, were available on the LSO

(OXC)

o T
Land Signl Offioer,




UBCEMBER 1955.

Stamusa oF LB (QICHIN c1c orricis, COMENING DE o
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the
that the AD had

)
r from the traffic controller to the CCu
of the aircraft on the final controllers
this approach there was a Jet
pattern, which had been given
r upon campletion of a CCa approach,

rollers scope which was in the nommal
one mile turmning inbound for the
t a range of two and one-half miles,
the two aircraft I advised the
that there was a plane ahead of
right, The controller did this
had closed to one and one quarter
was then in the groove, I informed
half miles to bring him on in as
a8 he was in tho groove. The
AD did take place prior to the crash,
ppraximately two and one quarter miles
ructions over the LSO = Pl FLY - CCA
a wave off., I heard the controller give
son for same, Shortly therofter I heard




closaly with the following
mally on my radar scope
the sea retum at approximately three miles.

sound power phone talker inetruct the final
wave off because of an approaching jet and
vo the wave off, Very shortly thereafter 1 heard

CCA Officer




REUSSER's aircraft was turned over to me)at approxi-
. At approximatoly 23 miles I was
advise the pilot of the Jet in the
I did so and asked the pilot if he had him in eight.
my knowledge he said scmething
I rogered for that and gawe
course” line, Lieutenant Commander
ooked like we had plenty of time.
at approximately the same
our sound powered phone
. gave him an imnediate wave
wave off and ewitched him to button 7

(b) (6)

ncl, Vs 8, N:wy
CCa Final Controller




U.8.5, LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA=39)
ABROLOGICAL OFFICE

—

semamem (IHIGINAL

INSTRUCTIONS: The man with the observation

entering a complete observation in the of ficial logs, fill in all of

the following information and will fils this form in the Aerclogical
Mle's under the section HA-2B (Crash Reports), along with the work sheet ,

ﬂlo_m_(lpcul) PANSY (oCT)
Plane '°' ' - IHL_&_ '
Position: Lat, ﬁa' Lon(.J_f 1461 N Course 21

Sky & Cedling_LQOO FELT SCAITELD Viei 14ty

Weasther and obstruction to vision teomittent thin scud 5-700 feot
g 2

Sea'level pressure: Millibars_ lC0lod Inches 29, 94

Tempe rature 0L Dew Foint 87 Relative Humidity &
Wind: Apparent Direction 227 (degrees) Velooity

True Dirvection 210 __(degrees) Vn}ocﬂy
Altdmeter Setting 2.0

REMARKS 5.4 WATSH TRMPERATURE 55 UEGRIES,

Oteerver (3ignature Rank/Rate
(b) (6)




OCA Pattern of
the AD Alroraft

/

AY 8 ¥iles

#

p-f 24 Mileo

0 YMater undln‘&

NOT 270 BCALE Normal Approach
Pattern of the

F2H Alroraft

¢ show corrésponding
and FEY just gﬂ.or
of the aecldon

o
Posit A, B and
Bk &,




m- DN 2 OF , nmnm’aow

Follow instruction 160 KT8,
~ of Tinal oonsrono ruo‘n' HAND TURN,
- or 1 min parre
%0 pe oouree.
~ Turn left noodlo

 width turn,At 000

till blr‘-60§ Loador will ocall
indioates 40° of departing down

t&tl.'xrrn ;:vurd wind.
p &
tol!ov tnn. of

”P!’

Lovael 160 knote

one (1) minute
outbound for ovory
2000!' altitudo min,
9 minutos

4
1
Loader oall broak-
ing.

30 sooond intorval
on break.

21

uto betwoon y
ng plancs, ;






